
Vai Syllabary 
Value [a] [ɛ] [e] [i] [ɔ] [o] [u] 

 – Õ a ò ∫ Ü í 

[b] fi Q b   ^ Ù < 

[ɓ] X K Ω Í W f Ë 

[c] , + ) - . & $ 

[d] ñ Ó § n
1
 i ∞ } 

[ɗ] 0 " fl ! / % # 

[f] ◊ d — µ Â ä [ 

[ɡ] π ê y • ? ‚ “ 

[ɡ~]  (      

[ɡb] Ô  ̋  Ç v O Y ç
2
 

[h] Æ Œ ü ô ª à ì 

[h~] Ø ≠  ¯ M  K
3 

[h~]  œ      

[ɟ] ~ ⁄ ƒ ¶ Ò t p 

[k] º é ∆ ‹ j » @ 

[k~]  1      

[kp] M Z É A ± T å
4
 

[kp~] C       

[l] { ; ˆ : ˜ ¢ m 

[m] « Å  E F  ¡ 

[mɓ] g L æ Î V _ È 

[mɡb] N ` Ö  ≤ U  

[n] s G  ˇ ı  B 

[nɗ] ˛ = Ã ™ ˙ £
5
 o 

[nj] ö î   À ÷  L
6
 

[nɟ] Ä ¤ w ß ‰ x r 

[ŋ] √ Ú   I   

[ŋg]  è ≈ › ¨ … ” 

[ŋg~] D '7      

[p] ï P c S H Û z 

[s] ˚ © | Ï k ¬ ‡ 

[t] â Ì õ û h J ‘ 

[v] ÿ e ’ ∏ Ê ã ] 

[w] ù ˘ ø ¥ ¿ á ë 

[w~] ú       

[y] ≥ Ÿ Ñ ® Á u q 

[z] ¸ ´ > R l „ · 

sblN °8       



Punctuation  
Punctuation listed here is in no particular order. 

! " # $ % * + , - 
& ' ( ) . /    
A B C D E F G H J 

 
                                               
1 David Drevlow, 1998-04-06: There are certain characters that people have pointed out to us, which are hard to differentiate 
from similar shapes. [di] should be modified to make it appear more distinct from [lu] and [nɗu]:   

 
2 David Drevlow, 1998-04-06: There are certain characters that people have pointed out to us, which are hard to differentiate 
from similar shapes. [ɡbu] should be modified to make it appear more distinct from [kpu] and [kɛ]: 

 
3 David Drevlow: We did not use this symbol in our texts. It may have appeared on some old charts and old old texts, but 
could not find it in current use. 
4 David Drevlow, 1998-04-06: There are certain characters that people have pointed out to us, which are hard to differentiate 
from similar shapes. [kpu] should be modified to make it appear more distinct from [ɡbu] and [kɛ]: 

 
5 David Drevlow, 1998-04-06: There are certain characters that people have pointed out to us, which are hard to differentiate 
from similar shapes. [nɗo] should be modified to make it appear more distinct from [lo]: 

 
 
6 David Drevlow: We did not find sufficient evidence that this syllable was being used in modern Vai. 
7 David Drevlow: When present, it occurs word initial. However, it has a fairly low frequency of occurrence. 
8 David Drevlow: This character is both the syllabic nasal as well as the only consonant that occurs word final position. 


